INTRODUCTION
Radioimmunoassay (RIA) has been the predominant analytical technique used in endocrinology during the last 15 years. However, enzyme immunoassays (EIA) developed over the past decade have found immediate application in many disciplines (Voller, Bidwell & Bartlett, 1976; Wisdom, 1976; Maggio, 1980; endocrinology, pioneered by the work of Engvall & Perlmann (1971 and Van Weemen & Schuurs (1971 , has offered an attractive alternative to RIA for the detection of antibodies and antigens in body fluids.
Most steroid enzyme immunoassays currently avail¬ able use liquid-phase double-antibody separation (Joyce, Wilson, Read & Riad-Fahmy, 1978) or doubleantibody solid-phase separation in which bound con¬ jugate is separated from the free fraction by reaction with an anti-immunoglobulin covalently linked tp cellulose (Van Weemen & Schuurs, 1971; Dray, Andrieu & Renaud, 1975) , or the simple solid-phase method in which separation of bound from free is achieved by precipitation of primary antibody coupled to polystyrene beads or test tubes (Joyce, Read & Fahmy, 1977a (Garvey, Cremer & Sussdorf, 1977 (Saunders, 1979 Davis, Munson, Jaffe & Rodbard ( 1980) . Inter-and intra-assay coefficients of variation were calculated by the methods of Rodbard (1974) . Results are expressed as nmol/1 plasma.
Radioimmunoassay procedure The RIA of progesterone was carried out as previously described (Shille & Stabenfeldt, 1979 absorbance of 0-6 (Fig. 2) (Sauer et al. 1981) . by Gros, Flecheux & Dray ( 1980) , for oestrogen by Van Weemen & Schuurs (1972 
